UN SPOKESMAN PAYS TRIBUTE TO NADIA YOUNES
New York, Thursday 21 August 2003

In the Spokesman’s Office, we waited with dread for news of our colleague, former
Spokeswoman for the Secretary-General Nadia Younes, who was serving in Baghdad as Sergio
Vieira de Mello’s chief of staff.

Her name was on a list of people who were to have attended the meeting Sergio was having at
the time of the explosion. Officially, she was listed as missing yesterday, but no one had heard
from her in 24 hours.

That no one would hear from Nadia for 24 hours was unthinkable. She had exuberant friendships.
Her throaty laughter could be heard three offices away. And one of the things that endeared her
to everyone was that she could find a funny angle to any story.

As External Relations Director the World Health Organization, she had a hand in coming up with
the name for Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome. The doctors at WHO wanted to call it Acute
Respiratory Syndrome. Nadia added the “Severe.” “It’s redundant,” she quipped, “ but we
couldn’t call it ARS.”

She could also laugh at herself. As Kofi Annan’s Chief of Protocol, she once introduced the
President of Burkina Faso to the Secretary-General as the President of Burundi. The Secretary-
General, of course, knew the difference and warmly greeted the President. Once Nadia was out
of the room, she roared with laughter. “Do you realize what I just did?”” she laughed, eyes wide
with mock terror.

Reporters may remember the years she spent in the Spokesman’s Office as deputy to Spokesman
Francois Giuliani under Javier Perez de Cuellar and Boutros Boutros-Ghali. And perhaps they
were lucky enough to attend one of the ad hoc and raucous after-hour gatherings in that office.

Among her many assignments was one as Spokeswoman for Bernard Kouchner when he was
head of the UN Mission in Kosovo. A local staff member who used to drive her around
remembered how much she liked to listen to a Puccini aria while in the car to help her relax. The
driver has sent an audio tape of that aria, Nessun Dorma, sung by Pavarotti, to some of her
closest her friends around the world, as his message of condolence.

Yesterday, we received confirmation that Nadia’s body was retrieved from the wreckage. To her
family and to all her friends, and particularly to her colleagues here at the UN, the Spokesman’s
Office sends sympathy, but also, to Nadia, a salute of respect.



