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NADIA YOUNES
Sister of local man

Nadia Younes, 57, chief of stafl
for the senior United Nations’
representative in Irag, Sergio
Vieira de Mello, died in the bomb
attack on the U.N. building in
Baghdad on Aug. 19, 2003.

Ms. Younes was completing a
four-month mission with Mr. de
Mello, who also died in the attack
and was scheduled to return to
NewYork in September Lo assume
the position of assistant secretary
general of the United Nations.

Ms. Younes was born in Cairo,
Egypt, on June 13, 1946, and
earned a bachelor’s degree in
English literature at Cairo, Egypt
University in 1966. She joined the
U.N. in 1970 and, at the same time, began studies at New York Uni-
versity, where she earned a master's degree in political science and
international relations in 1973.

Ms. Younes had a distinguished career at the U.N. Her emphas is
was focused on humanitarian efforts and peaceful solutions, partic-
ularly where it related to the Middle East. From 1988 until 1993 she
was deputy to the spokesman for the secretary general, serving
Javier Perez de Cuellar and Boutros Boutros-Ghali. She accompa-
nied Mr. de Cuellar to Baghdad in 1991 for attempted negotiations
with Sadaam Hussein before the Gulf War. Ms. Younes was made
chief of protocol by Secretary General Kofi Annan in January 1938
and held that post until 2002.

Ms. Younes had a major role in organizing the Millennium Summit
Meeting. From 1999 until 2001, she took time off from her protocol
duties to serve as spokeswoman for Bernard Kolechner (the French
politician and founder of Doctors without Borders) while he was the
U.N. administrator in Kosovo. Before her Baghdad assignment, she
was transferred to the World Health Organization in Geneva, where
she taok charge of external relations for Gra Harlem Brundtland, the
director general.

She had close ties to Rhode Istand because her brother, Fouad
Younes, spends summers here and Nadia was a frequent visitor.
Rosemary Younes, Fouad’s wife, is the daughter of the late Dr. and
Mrs. Walter R. Durkin of Providence and Narragansett and she also
is the sister of Stephanie Stevens of Wickford.

Ms. Younes is remembered for her strength of character and her
commitment to humanitarian efforts throughout the world. She
was deeply devoted to her friends and family and had a wonderful
sense of humor as well as an infectious laugh. Listening to tales of
her adventures was always an incredible experience.

She is survived by her brother, Fouad Youncs of Egypt and Narra-
gansetl; her sister, Mrs. Nahed Fouad of London; and three nieces:
Alia Younes of New York City, Nadia Younes of Narragansett and.
Malak Fouad of Cairo. She will be buried in Cairo, alongside her par-
ents, the late Mahmoud and Doddy Younes. A memaorial service will
be held at the U.N. in New York City in September. Notes of condo-
lences may be sent to: The Younes Family, ¢/o: Stephanie Stevens,
196 West Main St., Wickford, RI 02852. They will be forwarded to

Cairo via cXpress service.




