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Dear Ms. Younes,

Please accepl my heartlelt condolences on Nadia’s death. My
thoughts and prayers are with you and your brother, as well as with all your
family, at this dceply painful tme.

For us in the United Nations family, too, Nadia’s death leaves a black
void. Nadia illuminatcd pcople’s lives through her warmth, wit and spirit.
There was never anything affected about Nadia; honesty was probably her
most defining characteristic. And, as one of her colleagues put it, she set the
standard in rising above the fray through shecr confidence and humour. She
was loved by the people she worked to help. never shied away from difficult
or challenging assignments, and was a trailblazer in the United Nations from
early on in her career. During her more than 30 years with the Organization,
she inspired a whole generation of young women — and men - by
demonstrating that there were no limits to what a person with talent,
commitmenl and courage could achieve. We were so much looking forward
{0 her return 1o the UN in New York in her new capacity as Assistant
Secretary-General. Since her death, there has been an outpouring of
messages and calls from colleagues who worked wath her around the world -
in Kosovo, Geneva, Rome and New York.

Nadia went to Iraq with no other mission than to help its people build
a betler future. She was taken from us, and from the pcoplc she was working
to assist, by an act so brutal and barbaric that we will never be able to
comprehend it. The United Nations owes it to her to carry on her work; that
is the only way we can begin to do justice to her memory. As we do, her
inlmitable laughter will keep resonating in our mind’s ear, and provide as
good a sourcc of inspiration as any we could ever wish for.

Yours sincerely,

KBt A Annan

Ms. Nahed Younes
London



