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Dear Mrs Fouad,

It is with overwhelming sadness that I write to you a letter of
appreciation for your late sister, a good friend and close colleague of
mine for many years.

I first met Nadia when I was posted to the United Nations in New York as
the BBC correspondent in 1990. Nadia was then Assistant Spokeswoman for the
then Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar. Her energy and commitment
to the job was breathtaking and the sheer force of her personality made her
an invaluable source of reliable information and sound judgement. From the
Iraq crisis of the early nineties, through the genocide in Central Africa
in 1994, to the establishment of the UN force in the former Yugoslavia,
Nadia remained a voice of reason, fulfilling her UN brief with utmost
professionalism. She was an asset to the organisation which her fellow
officials and journalists like myself will miss dearly.

On the personal front, Nadia was a great friend and a source of much joy
and many laughs. Her capacity for mischievousness and high spirits was
unrivalled among any of the UN officials I knew and we spent many nights
making merry. Nadia had an infinite capacity to find fun and humanity even
in the darkest moments of recent world history.

After my time in New York as BBC correspondent, I kept in touch with Nadia,
and alwdys saw lier when I viasited Wew York, beloxe she left forr Rowe and
Geneva. During these years, she talked to the BBC in her various roles and
I can speak on behalf of the entire BBC in expressing our gratitude for her
untiring efforts.

But if our loss is great, then how much the greater must be yours, to lose
a sister in such tragic circumstances? Please accept our heartfelt
condolences at what must be a most difficult time for you and your family.

Yours trily:

Inasihy

Christohper Gunness,
BBC World Service.
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INVESTOR IN PEOPLE



